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wndd, the location — onsite dr at home
can cither make or break a budget.

Lralincdo saggests anvone planning a

vally encourage you to do what
ey
are the guest of honor, If the child wils
you hie doesn't want the party to be a hig party create a finpncial plan and stick o
deal. listen, A small group of 15 tor dinner it

“It’s so much easier if they have a
haslget and i plan,” she said. “The best

Is appropriate if that's what the graduate
wanis”

Kelly Galindo, owner of FunPrint
Events, a themed children’s party-plan
ning service, agrees even & kinderganen
ar elementary graduation party would
benefit from the inpat of the grodeate.

“Talk to the child,” Galindo said, "irs
important to consider the needs of the
guest of honor. Each of my parties Is very

way Lo stay under budget is 1o shop
arourd and research. Get a notebook and
keep track of costs and ideas.”

Consider teaming up with another
graduse's family to combine the
festivithes. You both will save because you
can split the costs and many party
supplies ane sold in bulk

The averge Midwestern gmllu.!tum
patrty costs 31,200 — $700 of that is for
food, scoording to Graduarion: Celebrat
terith Styie! Venable's No. | suggestion to
sty under budget is don't overestimate
the amount of food. For example, if it's an
open house, guests might have alrendy
caten at other parties and will not be as
I||||:||.;r!.'

Eathy Wood, mother of two recent

individualized — the theme and
personalization an: key”

When you and your child begin
lise IIh‘\iII.R i lacation, consider the
mamny availahle options

Though mist people host panies in
thedr hames, Venable suggests parks,
country clubs and banguet halls as
refreshingly different atmospheres. Thise
locales help parents or hosts avoid the
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Log onto ColumbusParent.com to
take the hassle out of graduation
party planning.

Columbus graduates, hosted both parties
in her backyard. She made half of the
food hersell and hired a caterer to do the
oSt

"It was just stressful getting the food
and everything done that day,” she siid,
“Ask for helpe Yoo can't do everything
yoursell, and definitely take the day off if
you'ne working

By hiring or soliciting help from
others, you'll have time o mingle and
tike photos instead of constantly worry
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Maost importantly, plan the pany as
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have to feed |
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Onginality in gifts, decoranons, theme
and location create a party that's special
far thae 1!|r.|.||l.?:|||-

"M bvisst gzifes ame mmesndnggful ancd
useful for semeone going ofl to college.”
Vienahble said

A miemarablie gift need nat be
expensive. Monogrammeed towels or
embroidensd laundry bags are functional
gifts that can be used in the dorm a
school and only cost between 5100 and
520,

Whatever style or size of party,
remember 1o keep the graduate’s
preferences in mind, and try not 1o get
o ciught up in thae stresses of planning,
rther enjoy the experience

“We had fun,” Wood said, “We wen:
glad when it was over with — bt we had
fun.”
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